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ing mostly by whole tones, oecasiofiaUy by semi-tones. When
it has reached the highest note it begins again from the bottom.
It sounds just like a prima donna vocalizing. The interesting
feature of the bird's performance is the fact that the phrase is
correctly transposed into the new key at each shift; that is,
if we take its starting-point as being C, the theme next appears
in D and so on. This really carries with it the whole principle of
modulation; for the implied harmonies can be readily supplied
by the ear. It looks as if the diatonic scale, and the harmony
based thereon, really do derive direct from Nature and can only
be varied within limits. There is certainly no atonality about
the Brain-fever bird.

The headman of Lachhen, who had all along been attentive
to our comfort, kindly lent us one of his house servants, a young
man from Shigatze, named T'hargya, to accompany us up to
T'hangu. He was an unusually intelligent and sensitive youth,
and after we had employed him for a few days, we were anxious
to retain his services, so we did our best to persuade his master
to release him. But he knew T'hargya's value too well and
would not yield him up, though he promised to lend him for a
future journey if still in his service.

The system of hiring such domestics is a kind of indenture.
The servant contracts to stay three years. No regular salary
is paid; but he is clothed, fed, housed and given occasional
pocket money. In many respects he is treated like one of the
family; we noticed that a respectful address towards his em-
ployer did not affect T'hargya's ease of manner, free from all
servility. When the term of service expires, the employee is
given a present in money, or possibly in kind. We found the
same system working in Ladak, in the houses of the Lhasa
merchants who lived round Lebu

The headman told us that T'hargya had already made him-
self invaluable inside the house and was entirely trustworthy in
running distant errands. We were so interested in the lad,
whose merry yet earnest conversation at the camp-fire delighted
us, that we wanted to reward him. The rule is that if regular
pay is given to such an indentured servant, he has to hand it
over to his master, though anything in the nature of a tip is his
own. Eventually we decided to contribute a little towards his
education, so that his quick brain might- find a new outlet in
the reading of serious literature. Among Tibetans, whose respect